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Chapter 4 Earth’s Resources

Section 4.3 Water, Air, and Land
Resources
This section explains the importance of water, air, and land resources.

Reading Strategy
Building Vocabulary As you read, add definitions and examples to
complete the table. For more information on this Reading Strategy, see
the Reading and Study Skills in the Skills and Reference Handbook
at the end of your textbook.

The Water Planet
1. List four ways people use fresh water. 

Match each description with its term.
Description Term

2. often carries nonpoint 
source pollution

3. chemicals from a factory pipe
4. pollution without a specific 

point of origin
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Definition Example
point source pollution: pollution that can be factory pipes, sewer pipes
traced to a location

nonpoint source pollution: a. b.

runoff: c. d.

greenhouse gas: e. f.

a. runoff
b. point source pollution
c. nonpoint source pollution



Earth’s Blanket of Air
5. The of Earth’s atmosphere helps to

maintain life on the planet. 
6. Circle the letter of the gas in the atmosphere that people need 

to live.
a. ozone b. oxygen
c. water vapor d. nitrogen

7. What are gases such as carbon dioxide and methane called that 
help maintain the warm temperatures near the surface of Earth?

8. Fill in the blanks in the following flowchart.

Possible Effects of Global Warming

9. What is Earth’s major source of air pollution? 

Land Resources
10. List four resources that Earth’s land provides. 

11. Is the following sentence true or false? Agriculture has only a
positive impact on the land. 

12. Is the following sentence true or false? Mineral mining can destroy 
vegetation and cause soil erosion. 

13. What negative impact can landfills have? 
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Lower atmosphere warms Glaciers

Sea level Coasts are 


