
Section 13.2 Paleozoic Era: Life
Explodes
This section explains the changes that took place on Earth during the
Paleozoic era.

Reading Strategy
Identifying Details As you read this section, fill in the table below
with notes. For more information on this Reading Strategy, see the
Reading and Study Skills in the Skills and Reference Handbook at
the end of your textbook.

1. What three eras followed the Precambrian era? 

2. The Paleozoic era encompasses about million
years and is the longest of the three eras following the Precambrian
time.

3. List the periods that divide the Early Paleozoic. 

4. List the periods that divide the Late Paleozoic. 
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Continental positions Plant life Animal life

Early Paleozoic

Middle Paleozoic

Late Paleozoic
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Early Paleozoic
5. Circle the letter of each sentence that is true about the Early Paleozoic.

a. During the Early Paleozoic, Gondwana encompassed five
continents: South America, Africa, Australia, Antarctica, India,
and perhaps China.

b. At the beginning of the Early Paleozoic, North America was a
landmass with no living things, plant or animal.

c. During the Silurian period, much of North America was covered
by shallow seas.

d. During the Silurian period, large barrier reefs restricted
circulation between shallow marine basins and the open ocean. 

6. Using the figure, write the name of the present-day region as it
appeared on the continent of Gondwana during the early Paleozoic
next to each letter.
A B
C D
E F

Late Paleozoic
7. Is the following sentence true or false? The continent of Laurasia

was composed of the present-day continents of North America,
Europe, and Australia. 

8. Is the following sentence true or false? By the end of the
Paleozoic era, all the continents had fused into the supercontinent of
Pangaea.

The Great Paleozoic Extinction
9. What are three possible explanations for the mass extinction of

species that occurred during the late Paleozoic? 
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