
Section 13.4 Cenozoic Era: 
Age of Mammals
This section describes the changes that took place during the Cenozoic era.

Reading Strategy
Identifying Details As you read, write the adaptations of each life
form. For more information on this Reading Strategy, see the Reading
and Study Skills in the Skills and Reference Handbook at the end of
your textbook.

1. The Cenozoic era is divided into two periods: the
and . 

2. The Tertiary period includes million years,
and the Quaternary period represents the last 
million years of geologic time. 

Cenozoic North America
3. Is the following sentence true or false? Plate interactions during

the Cenozoic era caused many events including mountain building,
volcanism, and earthquakes in the west. 

Cenozoic Life
4. Circle the letter of the dominant land animals during the Cenozoic era.

a. reptiles b. mammals c. amphibians d. insects
5. The dominant plants during the Cenozoic era were

.

6. Circle the letter of each sentence that is true about Cenozoic life.

a. The Cenozoic period is often called the “age of mammals.”
b. The Cenozoic period could be called the “age of flowering

plants.”
c. Birds that feed on seeds and fruits evolved rapidly during the

Cenozoic era.
d. Grasses developed and spread rapidly over the plains during

the Cenozoic era. 
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Angiosperms Mammals

a.
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7. Complete the following chart.

8. What four adaptations allowed mammals to replace reptiles as the
dominant land animals?
a.

b.

c.

d.

9. What may have caused the late Pleistocene extinctions of large 
mammals?

10. Circle the letter of each sentence that is true about mammals
during the Cenozoic era.
a. Many mammals today evolved from primitive mammals with

short legs, flat five-toed feet, and small brains.
b. During the Oligocene epoch, a hornless rhinoceros that stood

nearly 5 m high had evolved.
c. Saber-toothed cats that evolved during this era can be found in

some parts of China today.
d. The mastodon and mammoth died because of major glacial

advances.
11. Is the following sentence true or false? The adaptations of

mammals allow them to lead more active lives than reptiles.
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Contrasting Mammals and Reptiles

Mammals Reptiles

a. give birth to live young

b. are cold-blooded

c. have adaptations to survive in cold regions


