
Section 14.3 Seafloor Sediments
This section describes three types of ocean floor sediments.

Reading Strategy
Summarizing Complete the table with all the headings for the
section. Write a brief summary of the text for each heading. For more
information on this Reading Strategy, see the Reading and Study
Skills in the Skills and Reference Handbook at the end of your
textbook.

1. Is the following sentence true or false? In general, as you move from
the continental shelf toward the deep-ocean floor, sediments
become coarser. 

2. Circle the letter of the usual amount of seafloor sediments in a given
location.
a. about 100 to 450 m b. about 500 to 1000 m 
c. about 100 to 450 km d. about 500 to 1000 km

Types of Seafloor Sediments
3. Circle the letters of the three categories of ocean floor sediments. 

a. terrigenous sediment b. biogenous sediment
c. manganese sediment d. hydrogenous sediment 
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Actions at Boundaries

I. Types of Seafloor Sediments

• Terrigenous sediments originated on land.

• Biogenous sediments are biological in origin.

•



Name ___________________________ Class ___________________ Date _____________
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Match how each sediment forms with its type of sediment.
How Sediment Forms Type of Sediment

4. crystallizes directly from ocean 
water through chemical reactions  

5. accumulates on the ocean floor 
after erosion and transportation 
from land 

6. accumulates on the ocean floor 
when marine animals and algae die 
and their hard parts sink  

7. Complete the following chart with the types and descriptions of
how the three types of hydrogenous sediments form.

8. Biogenous sediment called consists mostly
of shells of radiolarians and diatoms. 

9. Circle the letter of a material that, when buried and hardened,
becomes a type of limestone.
a. evaporites b. radiolarians
c. calcareous ooze d. calcium carbonates 

10. Ocean sediment made up of the calcium carbonate shells of marine
organisms is called .

11. Is the following sentence true or false? Ocean-floor sediments are
usually mixtures of the various sediment types.
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a. hydrogenous
b. terrigenous
c. biogenous

Types of Hydrogenous Sediments How They Form


